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8 Tu aboye beautiful ak I pathetic address was 


'STRICTURES, &. 


Remember, O my Friends, the laws, the rights, 
The gen'rous plan of pow'r delivered down 
From age ta age, by your renowned Forefathers, 
(So dearly bought, the price of so much blood) 5 


? 


O, let it never perish in your hands! 
* But n transmit ĩt to your children. 5 
8 3 —_ Y 


a 


written by an Englishman who was an honour to 


human nature; he was possessed of abilities withy 


out arrogance ; his knowledge of the Britiſh con 


stitution was the consequence of minute researches 
and attentive investigation, and his power to dis- 


criminate juſtly hath never yet been doubted by 
the far greater number of those who perused his 
various productions. His avocations in public life 


gave him opportunities of being well acquainted 


with the fabric which was reared upon the solid 


basis of Magna Charta,—How many more great 


; and 3 characters might | be mentioned? 


2 . 


great 


great | from their superior abilities, aud illustrious 
by heir upda ited, patroitism.—Let the puns? 'of 
Lock and Tauro suffice. 
Whence then is it that THño MAS PAINE, with 
an arrogance berdering on insanity, treats those 
revered characters with supercilious contempt, by 
a positive assertion that Britain hath no constitu= 
tion to o fovern i it; and that till he and some other 
Aniericane assembled together the world was to- 
tally without a proper form of government! ! Such 
language must proceed roma: aself-s pfficient opinion 
of his own transcendant abilities, or from a dis po- 
sition enflamed by picque and resentment. 
I ery lately heard Dr. Gzanam declare to 
an audience, that they were very happy to exist in 
| . a period when they could recelye the benefit of his 
| advice, Which, if, followed, would not only cure 
chat eradicate every disorder incident to human 
nature. That man, as a physical quack, had 
\His followers, and there were many who gave cłe- 
* to his wild! chimeras. 1 have looked over the 
| Rights of Man, and some other productions of 
1 Tnouas Palxk, and he appears to me equally a 
| {quack in his knowledge of legislation, and equal] y 
presuming in his assertions.— The analogy be- 


vbetrecnahose two GREAT men is 80 striking, that | 
before 
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before J had pe; 880 . pages their affinity of 
: character forcibly impressed itſelf on my idea. The 
one, by the possession of superratural power, 
could effectually remove every defect! in the human 
frame; the other, by abilities almoſt superior to 
5 inspiration, can point out certain plans which, if 
h prosecuted, would effectually remove every cause 
c of complaint | from the body politic, not only inBri- 
_ tain, but thro? all the states and kingdoms in the 
5 world He is too vain of his talen ts to require as- 
: aistance in, the office of Decemvirate, tho' amongst 
| the Romans it required five for one year to digest | 
"the genius, "Me = Jocal cituation, and * 
then system of government. One year more chose 
chosen legislators were employed in adding two 
: tables, which making twelve, formed the whole | 
of the Roman code, 
But Mr. Paine, it beems, had. received great 
information from th tperience he acquired in ad- 
' juſting, and forming into a compleat ſystem, the 
government adopted by the United States in Ame- 
rica. Having gone thro? the arduous task of le- 
gislation, he views the stupendous fabric with de- 
light, and, impelled by principles of ancemmon 
_ Fenevolence, he quits the FO he helped to plant 
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with 


5 FI 6 ) 
l with — never dying trees of liberty, 3 the 
precious fruit of equality and freedom may be ga- 
thered by the meanest peasant; and crossing the 
Atalantic, offers, with infinite generosity, his as- 
sistance to make Britain happy alſo.—When I con- 
sider the means by which he proposes benefits ſo 
great, at once the fiend is discovered. The man 
who was recently warm in his attatchment to Ame- 
2 rica could not immediately entertain any wishes to 
serve this country; 3 but a malignant resentment 
might engage him to do every thing in his power 
to diſtress it. To whose feelings does he address 
himself? to the unprincipled, dissipated, and the 
extravagant. To them any situation would be as 
well, and a change might be better; for in every 
country there are men of desperate fortunes, who 
wiſh for the troubling of the waters, as they even- 
tuallv must sink if the surface remains smooth. To 
gain his purpose he uses every effort to inflame the 
minds of even the industrions poor; places, pen- 
sions, and even kings muſt fall victims to his uni- 
versal scheme of reformation; and, following his 
imaginary theoretic process, he almost makes many 
well meaning people believe that the interest and 
Principal of the narional aebt can be paid without 
; taxation. They, as a proof, are desired to view | 
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America, an infant state hardly yet able to stand. 
How many may its revolutions be before another 
century is expired? and how many various shapes 
may it assume during that period? The British 
constitution hath already stood the test of ages, 


the wonder, the admiration, and envy, of every - 


kingdom and state in Europe, and on the broad 
foundation of Magna Charta, obtained by our re- 
nowned ancestors, and since cemented 'by the 
blood of generous patriots, the blessings of liber⸗ 
ty, freedom, and security of property will be con- 
veyed down to the remotest generations. Is it not 
extraordinary, that amongst the wisest men for 
Several ages back, not one till Mr. Paine appeared 
in the world could discover, that the claims of Bri- | 
tain to a regular established form of government 


was a fallacious delusion, and that tho' they felt 
all its. support and energy, yet it never had any 


exiſtence ? | | 

1 have known men adopt * sentimentss: 
sometimes to perplex, but in general to obtain the 
character of being very shrewd, and possessing | 


much penetration. But Thomas Paine appears 


throughout to be actuated by the most malignant 

principles of an incendiary, and those are still far- 

ther stimulated * an | unbounded. self sufficient 
45 opinion 


| „ 
opinion of his own understanding and ſuperlative 
merit. After using every effort to propogate po” 
ciples subversive of order and public authority in 
this kingdom, his known aversion to monarchy in 
any shape again displays itself in eee pla- 0 


daour, in forming a government, if the depreda- 


tions on H6unslow Heath reduced to systein can 
be called by that name, for 24 millions of dubjents;” a 
in one of the fineſt countries in the world. 
Amopget chat lively, unsready people how long be 

may be admired is a question time only can deter- | 
miue.— But without the gift of prophecy it may” 
be conjectured, that the poignard He is pointing 
to che breaſt of a guiltless motiarch wills soon reach 
his own rancorous heart. 1 

Le Fayette, possessing the moſt TY 1660 pi pts: 
ciples and finest feelings, left the blandfshments i 
of pleasure, and all che delights that fortune and 
rank could beſtow, in a Itxuriant kingdom; to as- 
sist a people whose ideas of liberty — 
wich his own. Independence in America followed. 
He returned to France; but brought a spark witn | 
him from that fire, and it soon became a flame 
destructive of despotic power. Then LePayet 
was their idol.— The first National Assembly sat 1 
their ume out; but the persons of eber d 3 

— 2 | wisest 
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wisest amongst the number were very soon after-, 


- wards proscribed, by a set of the most despicable 


wretches that ever attempted to be legislators, and 
amongst the reſt, a reward was offered, for the head 
of this very Le Fayette, the man who led the van 


to destroy despotism. Two. different forms of go- 
vernment have these revolutionists, already had ; 5. 


—another i is forming, and 3 it muſt be perfect, 28. it 
receives the assistance, of Tromas Pains! TO: 3 

When liberty degenerates into licenticusness >, 
infinite are the mischiefs attendant , on it bene 
the massacres, the murders, the destruction of pri- 5 
vate property, the scenes of devastation and con- 
fusion which will ever disgrace ti the annals of the 


French revolution. When their chosen members 


were in serious debate on the 1 most important n na- 


tional concerns, a law iess mb; intruded themselves 


into their assembly, and compelled them to annul 


a decree just passed, and immediately ſubstitute 
anotHer diametrically opposite. 22 

al will be readily admitted, that any revolution 
in a great. state or kingdom must in its effects be 
fatal to many individuals; thexefore, unless com- 
pelled by dire-netessity, such attempts should be 
cautiously avoided. Whatever the unlimited des- 
potic power of the F rench Monarch might or ought 
1 1 . " Xo 
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td have produced, is foreign to my preſent en- 
| quiry ; but it leads to another of real i importance 
| to every citizen of Great Britain. Are, the sub- 
{ Jes of this country under any necessity to follow 
their example? Is not the British government * 
müited ? Are not its powers divided amongst its 
| three different branches? Have not the people a 
very formidable part thro? their representatives? 
| From their voices alone all money grants arise, and 
what the Roman Plebeians long contended for by 
their Tribunes, is in our constitution more amply 
- granted, as a right to the people, in our House of 
Commons, whose members represent them. Do 
if |  notthe laws of Britain secure the property of in- 

[| | dividuals from the great, the rich, and the power- 
El) ful? Are not the weak and inoffensive protected 
IE gainst the violence of the scrong and turbulent; 

In short, doth not our unequalled constitution, like 
a tender mother, under its broad wings shelter the 
meanest of her sons. Such is the powerful secu- 
rity of property, that a British jury will not hesi- 
tate to give a decision in a disputed right in favour 
of the meanest vubjett, e N by che 
highest. 

But the working bert, in the kingdom are 
0 r poor: Are they not 8 ſo than in any other 
0 kingdom 
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kingdom or state in Europe? I really believe it 
would give great pleasure to his Majeſty, his mi- 1 
nisters, and every wise, good man in the kingdom, 
were many of the taxes which are burthensome 
taken off, and when the people plainly perceive. 
economical efforts are pursuing to effect that desir- 
able purpose, they should at least endeavour to be 
content, and not impute as a fault in government 
what cannot be avoided. The payment of the in- 
terest of the national debt is alone a great revenue 
for a large kingdom, and yet that must be paid or 


its credit is irrecoverably lost. That debt i is gra- 1 


dually n nn taxati 
tion. 1 
The vast * of commerce possessed by 
this favourite island, furnishes resources Which 
would astonish the wisest of our. progenitors could 
they discern them, and can hardly be credited by 
N thoze who were capable of makjng observations 
wenty years ago. It is indeed a fact too ser ious 
that luxury is the constant attendant of wealth. 
Hence many artificial wants arise. Hence that ge- 
neral inclination which peryades the labourer and 
mechanic, whose daily subsistence is only acquired 
by daily labour, to imitate in external appearance 
the wealthy and fortunate, the opulent esquire, of 


*. 
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the Heber merchant. And when the price of labour 


doth not rise in proportion to those new created 


demands, murmurings and complaints are as fre- 
quently the consequence as if dire necessity drew 


] Mons from a heart harrowed by distress. 


It will not be disputed, that in the most perfect 
constitutions. imperfections will creep in at dif- 
ferent periods, and even in their origin must have 
been liable to error.— They were framed by fal- 
lible beings, and therefore, in some degree, par- 
take of their nature, It will not be disputed like. 
wise, that experience, alteration of circumstances, 
accession of wealth, and a larger expansion of li- 
beral sentiment, will occasionally point out to 


| every State Such reforms as will, when brought in- 
to a law,” produce the most happy effects, particu- 


larly to the lower order of people. But the great 
wisdom of legislators is gradually to obtain an ob- 
ject 50 desirable, without hazarding the internal 
tranquillity, and the very existence of the kingdom. 

A Revolution on the system Mr. Paine recom- 


mends, includes in its fair point of view every 


species of destruction Application in such in- 
stances are made to a set of desperate men by some 
villains of superior rank; and these too frequently 


wearing in semblauce the habit of rigid Nn * 
the 


/ 


* 


4" I 


the concerted eathusiasm takes place, and the nk Y 
once possessed of the power, acknowledge no li- 
mits. Difference of sentiment, expressed in the. 
cooler hours of social argument, is now considered. 
as a crime deserving death, which is immediately 
inflicted, their hours destroyed, their families in- 
cluded in their ruin, or unfortunately surviving a 
little period, periſh for want. These are the pic- 
tures, not exaggerated, of revolutions entered up- 
on without consideration. The true, the honest 
patriot is lost amidst the effrontery and ardour 
the artful villain wears. The one is only an'- 
mated by the genuin flame of liberty, to serve 
his country and rescue it from oppression. The 
other seeks, i eral confusion, what justice and 
nature denied, power and authority, to acquire 
which he will wade thro' the blood of his once in- 
timate friends. This is not a picture with too 
much colouring: It oath been, fatally for many, 
verified in France. In such revolutions how many 
thousand victims bleed ? How is human nature dis- 
graced? Beautiful females of rank dragged thro? 
the street, anc after gratifying the eyes of an in- 
toxicated mob with naked beauty in distress, the 
_ unfortunate victims are cut to pieces, and carried 


off by abandoned monsters, to gratify their wives, 
f ; &c. 
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moting discord, 
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Se. who are a disgrace to their sex and to human 
nature. These are, I am sorry to add, true pic- 


tures of revolution principles in general, when a 


mob are called on by force of numbers to produce 
what calm reason could not perform. Who will 
deny amongst the most zealous partizans for the 


French revolution, that its whole republican sys- 
tem hath not been produced by violence; by an 
[] influenced mob, aCtuated by a party governing 
amongst the Jacobines, and these party men of the 
most infamous principles. 


Even in their national 
convention, tho* the most dispassionate 'of the 


members, 1 in their declamations, have treated them 
- . as beasts of prey, yet they maintain their seat, 
and in all probability will convince the honest men 


who declared their sentiments, that 18 82 did not 
mistake their character. 
Theſe are not new pictures; ; they have been 


| drawn by historians from the earliest ages, and 


the same baleful effects have been, without a single 
deviation, experienced. Upon the whole is it pos- 
sible for one man possessing the privilege of a Bri- 


tish subject, to pay the ſmallest attention'to Paine's 


malignant design of destroying harmony, pro- 
excitin g rebellious principles, 
totally inconsistant with the welfare and due sub- 
ordination of society. 


„ gp 
| - Having much leisure, and conscious of being ro 
tally free from party spirit, I have submitted my 
sentiments in writing, if they ſhould ever appear 
in print, T faithfully declare that no such inten- 
tion produced the above observations; but as it 
-frequently happened that well meaning men were 
led -away by fallacious arguments, and Thomas 
Paine was often mentioned with respect, by those 
who knew no other reaſon why, but that following 
che dictales of his system, taxation would be wheat 
lished. | - £ | 

Indeed I was led by the opinions of many es- 

alc characters, to make myself acquainted wih 
his Rights of Man; and his two letters, one ad- 
addressed to Mr. Dundas, the other to Lord Ons- 
tow. It would be arrogant in me to say he hath 
vo abilities; but I muſt be without perception if I 
did not discover his determined malignity against 

monarchy and every kind of subordination. 
- - have seen with regret the Seeds of that phrenzy . 

which hath spread desolation and massacre over a 
great kingdom sown with wonderful industry in 
this country, by the enemies of all order and all 
government. Should they ever succeed in the per- 
nicious attempt, every incentive to virtue and emu- 
lation will of oourſe cease; the arts, sciences, 
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_ ad ae which have renderedushe wonder. 
ad admſchtion of sutroundiug nations, must all be 
. buried an on common grave 5 England pinke into 
that barbarity from which it bo gloriously ne 
and again fall under the ſame darkneſs that for 
three centuries overspread the land after the ĩrrup- 
tion of the Gorus and VAX DAS. Property 
ol every kind would then be at the mercy-of la- 5 
2 less ruſfians and assassins, who wauld in their turn 


ares and be mne . * The an inha- by 


* . 


&-conctitution 1s bi inviotable cattle. 
| than'the.dissolute wretch who Mong himself on. 
5 e shambles. Et” E + "ot * es 8 BRITT 


Hh 3 bene, Wherever the levelliag dadrines: of 5 

NB Tong PAAINE. Joan Hot x Tosk E, or 
aer Caps, are received, reli gion and morality 

vill be turned out of doors, the servant rise against 


his maſter, the son against his father, and the or- 5 | 
> der of nature be inverted. From fuch accumulated * 
e this VET en E 


